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NIT-Trichy students protest over research fund

TNN | Feb 20, 2015, 02.25 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/NIT-Trichy-students-protest-over-research-
fund/articleshow/46306234.cms

TRICHY: NIT Trichy research scholar association organised a peaceful protest to support the ongoing movement against
the unsatisfactory response shown by research-funding agencies and ministry of human resource development (MHRD)
towards demands of fellowship hike for research scholars.

More than 400 research scholars assembled in front of administrative building of NIT Trichy with banners and posters to
show their protest against the recent notification from MHRD regarding fellowship hike from February, 2015.

The major agendas of the protest included the correction of irregular disposal of monthly scholarship and the increase of
employment opportunities for Phd scholars. They also demanded greater transparency in the appointment of scientists
and faculty, and constitution of a proper platforms for these appointments.

Union minister to see I1T-Madras's low cost housing
technology

Chennai, Feb 18 (IANS): Premier technical institution Indian Institute of Technology-Madras (11T-M)
Thursday will showcase its low-cost housing technology using gypsum to union Minister of State for Chemicals
and Fertilisers Hansraj Gangaram Ahir.

According to 1IT-M officials, gypsum is available in huge quantities with the Indian fertiliser companies to
whom it poseda disposal problem.

The low cost housing technology developed by them can be a solution to the central government's ambitious
scheme "Housing for All by 2022".

"Tomorrow (Thursday) I1T-M officials will make their presentation. I will then take it to the government for
further action under the Housing for All by 2022 scheme," Ahir told IANS over phone.

He said he will also chair a review meeting of Madras Fertilisers Ltd, Thursday.

As proof of its technology, 1IT-M has already constructed two storeyed apartment demonstration building of the
institute constructed with glass fibre reinforced gypsum (GFRG).

Officials at I1IT-M told IANS that the technology is ideal for mass housing, hostels and other similar buildings,
and eight to ten storey buildings can be constructed with this technology.

The officials said the construction cost is much lower than what would be spent under conventional construction
mode.
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While gypsum panels have been in use for walls, 11T-M team decided to have it on floors and staircases.
The Kochi based FACT-RCF Building Products Ltd supplied the GFRG panels for the demonstration building.

During his visit, Ahir will also inspect the demonstration building.

Mr PM, do you care about research as much as industry?: Siva
Ranjan Upala

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-mr-pm-do-you-care-about-research-as-much-as-industry-siva-ranjan-upala-
2062513

On Monday, Siva Ranjan Upala, a 29-year-old research scholar from the Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (lISER), Mohali, led 1.5 lakh other research scholars from IIT Delhi, AIIMS, DRDO, Delhi University, JINU, Jamia
Hamdard University on a hunger strike at Jantar Mantar. Their aim is to 'expose' the central government which 'failed' to
keep its promise of implementing a 50% hike in research scholarships announced in October last year.

e Research scholars say they are finding it difficult to make both ends meet with the existing fellowship

On Monday, Siva Ranjan Upala, a 29-year-old research scholar from the Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research (IISER), Mohali, led 1.5 lakh other research scholars from IIT Delhi, AIIMS, DRDO, Delhi
University, JNU, Jamia Hamdard University on a hunger strike at Jantar Mantar. Their aim is to 'expose’ the
central government which ‘failed’ to keep its promise of implementing a 50% hike in research scholarships
announced in October last year.

Siva, who is doing research on solid state nuclear magnetic resonance in the field of fundamental science, has
just one question for PM Narendra Modi, "Mr PM, do you really care for research in India in the same way as
you care for industrial development?" Speaking to dna over phone, he said, "The prime minister is doing
everything to give 'Make in India’ a big push. Wish he did the same for research too, rather than just doing lip-
service."

The union science and technology ministry had announced a 50% hike on stipends in October last year after
continuous protests by researchers. This was dubbed as the 'biggest ever' hike in scholarships till date. The hike
was aimed at 'motivating' young researchers to continue their work in India and curb the brain drain.

The announcement was followed by notifications from the ministry and the University Grants Commission
(UGC), according to which the junior research fellowship was hiked to Rs 25,000 from Rs 16,000, while the
senior research fellowship was hiked to Rs 28,000 from the existing Rs 18,000 a month. The stipend for post-
doctoral studies went up from Rs 22,000 to Rs 36,000 (for research associate-1), from Rs 23,000 to Rs 38,000
(research associate-2) and from Rs 24,000 to Rs 40,000 (research associate-3).

While neither UGC nor the S&T ministry have implemented the hike till now, the technical education
department of the HRD ministry, which disburses grants to nearly 50,000 scholars doing research in the fields
of engineering, pharmacy, architecture etc, didn't even issue a notification, leading to unrest.

Siva had undertaken a 7-day padyatra from Mohali to Delhi in December to highlight the issue. *None of us
have got a hike until now. Due to such step-motherly treatment, most talent research students go abroad," rued
Shubham Badjate from II'T Bombay. Over 2,700 students from I1T-B led a rally against the MHRD on
Wednesday.
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Ratikant Panda, another research scholar from 11T-B said, "While most of my classmates who took up job are
getting Rs 1 lakh per month, I took up research because | am passionate about it. | earn just Rs 18,000 a month."

Bowing to mounting pressure, the HRD ministry issued a notification announcing the enhanced scholarships on
Wednesday. As per the notification, scholarships for all scholars who are drawing fellowships from MHRD-
affiliated bodies like AICTE, IIT's, NIT's, I1IT's, ISc, IISER, NITIE, Mumbai, ISM, Dhanbad, NIFFT, Ranchi,
NERIST Arunachal Pradesh, SLIET, Longowal, SPA's and NITTR's have been revised from February 1, 2015.

Research scholars however rejected the proposal. "The S&T ministry offers it from October 2014, UGC offers
it from December 2014 and MHRD is giving it to us from February 2015. Why so much discrimination and
disparity?" asked the students.

HRD minister Smriti Irani didn't respond to calls and messages.
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RISING POLLUTION

What makes Delhi’s air

the worst in the world?

By NikiTA MEHTA
nikita.m@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

missions in Delhi have been
progressively rising since
2010 as has the contribution of
the transportation sector to the
city’s air pollution, according to
a study by the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM).
The main air quality issue for
Delhi lies in particulate pollut-
ants namely PM10 (with a size of
10 micron), PM2.5 (2.5 micron)
and black carbon.
While particulate matter can
settle deep inside the lungs,

making people vulnerable to.

cardiovascular and respiratory
diseases, black carbon plays an
important role in climate
change.

In 2014, a World Health
Organization study in May and
Yale study in February found the
air in New Delhi to be the most
polluted.

There were 12 other cities in
the top 20 most polluted cities
among 1,600 studied cities.

The rise in the number of

CHIEF CULPRITS

The main contributors to particulate pollution

® Power  Industry ™ Transport ™ Biofuel ™ Other

Contribution of PM 10 emissions from
different sectors (in %)

Data from 2013

vehicles has led to emissions
from the transport sector grow-
ing by more than 30% between
2010 and 2014, accompanied by
a marginal increase of around
5% due to rise in traffic density
in terms of dust as vehicles go on
unpaved roads.

Unpaved roads and construc-
tion work result in a spike in
PM10 emissions.

Emissions'from bio-fuel have

Contribution of PM 2.5 emissions from
different sectors (%)

Source: System of Air Quality Weather Forecasting and Research
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decreased by 1-3% even though
biomass burning has seen a
slight increase.

To develop the emission
inventory for PM2.5, PM10, and
BC, IITM divided the sources
into five sectors: transport (pet-
rol, diesel, CNG), bio-fuel (cook-
ing-wood, coal, kerosene, open
bio-mass), power (coal burning
in thermal power plants), indus-
try, and others (paved, unpaved
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roads, construction activities,
brick kiln, wind blown). The
growth rate for PM10 was
around 7% over the past four
years; the major growth share is
from transport sector. The total
emission of PM2.5 has seen a
rise of 11.5% in this period.

“Contribution of various
sources of emissions, along with
the high number of cooler days
lead to heavy pollution in Delhi,’
said Gufran Beig, project direc-
tor, System of Air Quality
Weather Forecasting and
Research which monitors air
quality under ministry of earth
sciences.

“The pollution concentration
multiplies when the aerosols sit
on fog”

The air is the worst in Con-
naught Place, Parliament House,
India Gate, Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport, Okhla Indus-
trial Area, Pragati Maidan, IP
Estate, Janakpuri, Meharuli, and
Laxmi Nagar.

“The government needs to
tackle the problem of air pollu-
tion with short-term, medium-
term and long-term measures.
Health advisories on a daily
basis is good as a short-term
measure, but we need to look at
long-term strategies like emis-
sion management, and improv-
ing public transportation and
connectivity,” said Vivek Chatt-
padhyay, programme manager,
clean air programme, Centre for
Science and Environment.
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